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THE OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND MANAGEMENT
ODPM ENGAGES TT CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE TO HIGHLIGHT IMPORTANCE OF DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT
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OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES ON THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS IN SITUATIONS OF
NATURAL DISASTERS AND EXTREME INCIDENTS OF HAZARD IMPACTS IN TRINIDAD
AND TOBAGO

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and
Management as part of its remit to promote
preparedness and resilience towards the

PAGE 3

effects of catastrophic events, engaged the so that necessary plans can be put in place to
Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry mitigate the effects if these threats result in

ODPM DISTRIBUTES CANSORB TO KEY
AGENCIES

and Commence to discuss Business Continu- catastrophic events. It was also highlighted
ity Management (BCM). Additionally, the that over the past 100 years, scientific evi-
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CEO of the ODPM, Dr. Stephen Ramroop dence has shown that the business sector
presented evacuation chairs to the chamber must build their resilience and develop plans

ODPM LAUNCHES 72 HOUR PROTOCOL AT
EMERGENCY SUPPLIES HANDOVER

to aid in preparedness for catastrophic aligned to the national plan which contains
events in an effort to assist the chamber in the following 5 critical elements:
their BCM plans. Dr. Ramroop also empha-
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WHEELCHAIR HANDOVER TO TT
RED CROSS SOCIETY
STAKEHOLDER ARTICLE
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ODPM BRINGS SOLAR POWERED CHARGING STATIONS TO TRINIDAD

 Evacuation plan
 Crisis communications plan
private partnerships (PPPs) between the  Mass casualty plan
ODPM and the member agencies of the TT  Business Continuity Management (BCM)
plan
Chamber.
 Contingency plan
Among various points made, the importance
of BCM was elaborated. Business Continuity In this light it was agreed that the ODPM
Management is a process that seeks to iden- would work with the Chamber to develop a
ten step guide geared towards planning for
tify potential threats to an organization
catastrophic events from a business perspective.
sized the importance of forming public-
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OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES ON THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS IN SITUATIONS OF
NATURAL DISASTERS AND EXTREME INCIDENTS OF HAZARD IMPACTS IN
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
How do natural disasters affect human rights? Natural disasters are traditionally seen as situations creating challenges mainly related to the provision of humanitarian assistance. Less attention has been devoted to the need for human rights protection in this particular context.
In particular, the tsunamis, hurricanes and earthquakes, which hit parts of Asia and the Americas in 2004 and 2005, as
well as the Haiti earthquake of 2010, highlighted the fact that affected persons may face multiple human rights challenges in the aftermath of natural disasters, such as:


Lack of safety and security (e.g. rampant crime, secondary impacts of natural disasters, etc.)



Gender-based violence



Unequal access to assistance, basic goods and services and discrimination in aid provision



Abuse, neglect and exploitation of children



Family separation, particularly for children, older persons, persons with disabilities and other individuals who
may rely on family support for their survival



Loss/destruction of personal documentation and difficulties to replace it, in particular due to inadequate
birth registration mechanisms



Inadequate law enforcement mechanisms and restricted access to a fair and efficient justice system



Lack of effective feedback and complaint mechanisms



Unequal access to employment and livelihood opportunities



Forced relocation



Unsafe or involuntary return or resettlement of persons displaced by the disaster



Lack of property restitution and access to land.

Experience has shown that, while patterns of discrimination and disregard for human rights
may emerge during the emergency phase of a disaster, the longer the effects of the disaster last, the greater the risk of
human rights violations becomes. Experience has also shown that pre-existing vulnerabilities and patterns of discrimination usually become exacerbated in situations of natural disasters. Particularly at risk are those among the affected
populations who are forced to leave their homes or places of habitual residence because of the disaster and who, as a
result, become internally displaced persons and should be treated in accordance with the 1998 Guiding Principles on
Internal Displacement.
Often, negative impacts on the human rights concerns after a natural disaster do not arise from purposeful policies but
are the result of inadequate planning and disaster preparedness, inappropriate policies and measures to respond to
the disasters, or simple neglect.
As stated by the Secretary General “.....the risks and potential for disasters associated with natural hazards are largely
shaped by the prevailing levels of vulnerability and the effectiveness of measures taken to prevent, mitigate and prepare for disasters.” These challenges could be mitigated or avoided altogether if the relevant human rights guarantees
were taken into account by national and international actors, in all phases of the disaster response: preparedness, relief and recovery.
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY
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ODPM DISTRIBUTES CANSORB TO KEY AGENCIES
The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management (ODPM) distributed bales of Cansorb to
the Trinidad and Tobago Fire Service (TTFS) following the official launch and demonstration of
the product on May 27th, 2015 to key agencies such as TTFS, the Environmental Management
Authority (EMA) and the Water and Sewerage Authority (WASA).
Trinidad and Tobago, due to its heavy investments in the oil and gas industry, occasionally experiences oil spills. In the event of an emergency, it is critical that any country in the world is
able to clean up oil spills in a timely and efficient manner.
Cansorb is very effective in the clean-up of oil spills, both on water and on land. It is an allorganic hydrocarbon absorbent, manufactured from high-quality large fibre Sphagnum Peat
Moss. The manufacturing process produces a product that is both oleophilic (absorbing hydrocarbons) and hydrophobic (repelling water). The structure of Cansorb is very fibrous and
porous and absorbs, on average, eight times its weight.
The ODPM, in keeping with its commitment to reduce the vulnerability of any emergency and
build the resilience of our nation, presented representatives from the Divisional Fire Service
Headquarters (Central Division) with several bales of Cansorb to assist with building the capacity of its response efforts towards associated incidents. The product is continuously being
distributed to various stakeholders nationwide.

RISK REDUCTION
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The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management (ODPM)
introduces to the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago the 72 Hour Challenge. On Wednesday 01st July, 2015 at the Centre of Excellence,
Macoya the ODPM hosted its “Emergency Supplies Handover &
Exposition” donating emergency supplies and relief items to the
Disaster Management Units (DMUs) of the various municipal corporations of the Ministry of Local Government and the Tobago
Emergency Management Agency (TEMA). When a disaster strikes,
it is often not possible to receive state assistance until the first 72
hours have passed, there is a cultural need to promote the reduction of the dependency syndrome throughout Trinidad and Tobago.
In keeping with its global priorities the ODPM showcased its commitment to building the resilience of the country in preparedness
and post-disaster response /relief efforts by distributing items in
seven (7) categories: Medical Relief, Preparedness & Response,
Shelter, Hazmat, Crowd Control, Clean-up & Rebuilding and Search
& Rescue. The items are not a donation or a gift, but rather an investment into building capacity. Additionally, the emergency supplies distribution to the DMUs serves the greater purpose of decentralization, ensuring that there are supplies readily available for
frequently impacted or vulnerable areas and special needs persons.
Out of the fourteen (15) municipal corporations which included
Tobago, eight (8) were present to receive their certificates to receive the items, for those absent the ODPM is ensuring convenient
drop off and pick up times for each DMU. The DMUs know their
territories, vulnerability will be able to build relationships with all
citizens in their municipalities. Persons who possess medical training and those who own special heavy equipment are a real asses in
post disaster times.

agement Agency, Mr. Allan Stewart reinforced three (3) aspects of which
Dr. Stephen Ramroop, CEO of the ODPM mentioned in his address, these
are – decentralization, capacity building and accountability. The former
underscored the importance of these, and related to the attendees his
experiences in Tobago confirming that the 72-hour protocol is real.
According to Mr. Stewart, in
2005 several small villages
such as Charlotteville and
Speyside were cut-off due to
the effects of Hurricanes Emily and Ivan and it took 3 days
for emergency responders to
reach these areas.
This complimented the ODPM’s call for individuals to
accept the 72 Hour Challenge
to plan and prepare for their
loved ones. Following the
ceremony, attendees were
invited to tour the display and benefited from first hand demonstrations of
all the emergency supplies. All persons in attendance indicated their pleasure with the ODPM’s initiative and pledged their continued commitment to
partnering with the ODPM to build the resilience of Trinidad and Tobago.

Visit our social media and accept the 72 Hour Challenge!!!

At the handover, the Director from the Tobago Emergency Man-

READINESS

5

6

WHEELCHAIR HANDOVER TO TT RED CROSS SOCIETY

The Trinidad and Tobago The Trinidad and Tobago Red
Cross Society (TTRCS) received a donation of 100 wheelchairs from the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management from November 2014 – January 2015. The TTRCS’
Disaster Management Department, as part of its mandate
to provide relief to the most vulnerable in society, has
been maintaining a database of beneficiaries who are in
need of wheelchairs. These beneficiaries either called into
the TTRCS requesting a wheelchair or would have been
recommended by a member of the organization due to
the results f a conducted needs assessment. The TTRCS has
already delivered 9 wheelchairs to beneficiaries who have
suffered from reduced mobility and could not afford one.
All of the recipients have a physical disability, some as a
result of amputation from diabetes, others as a result of
physical injury and the rest are the elderly. The TTRCS will

continue to seek persons who are in need of wheel
chairs. There is a comprehensive assessment process
that involves the recommendation by a health care professional before any medical equipment or assistive device like a wheelchair is distributed. Vulnerable persons
who have temporary needs for wheelchairs as a result
of injury can also access one of these through TTRCS
temporary loan programme. The wheelchair will be
loaned for a specific period based on a doctor’s recommendation and then it is returned to the TTRCS where it
can be made available again for another beneficiary. The TTRCS appreciates the continued support of
the ODPM as we continue to fulfill our mutual aid
agreements, both working together to meet the needs
of the vulnerable.

Mr. Augustus Forde – Director General (Ag.) Mrs. Ann Marie Seemungal – Accountant Mr. Stephan Kishore – Disaster

READINESS
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Have you seen us on Outreach recently?
Share your pictures for prizes:

#ODPMLetsGetReady

Representatives of the ODPM, Menakshi Hargobin informs participants of simple ways they can engage in sustainable practices to
improve their level of Disaster Preparedness. This interactive environmental exhibition themed “Promoting Sustainable Practices
through Environmental Education” was hosted by Nature Seekers
at the Salybia Beach. Another interagency collaboration aimed at
increasing participants’ awareness on environmental issues and to
shed light on its impacts on our natural resources.

“Prepare an Emergency kit to last at least 3 days… and remember 2 liters of
water per person, per day is recommended.” These were the words of the
ODPM representatives Khadine Nichols and Tonia Mark at the Launch of the
Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross Society – 3rd Annual Health Fair at the Barrackpore Regional Complex, Manohar Maharaj Trace, Barrackpore. Over 250
citizens participated in this event where ODPM, Red Cross and other key
stakeholders encouraged children and adults to play a greater role in disaster risk reduction strategies.

ODPM BRINGS SOLAR POWERED CHARGING STATIONS TO TRINIDAD &
TOBAGO
In 2012, parts of the Caribbean and the United States
of America were hit by Hurricane Sandy (unofficially
known as “Superstorm Sandy”). Hurricane Sandy
affected 24 states in the US causing tens of billions of
dollars in damage, destroying thousands of homes
and leaving millions without electricity. In New York
alone, roughly 2,000,000 were left without electricity
during the peak of this storm. More than ever before, residents recognised the need for quick convenient power. Some smaller solar panel systems were
not connected to the main New York grid and/or
possessed their own battery back-up. These systems
were not affected during the blackout following Hurricane Sandy and some persons were fortunate
enough to have access to electricity stored by these
systems. A key component of building the resilience
of a nation lies in building the resilience of its population. Piarco International Airport is a very critical hub
in Trinidad and Tobago, highly visited by both citi-

zens and tourists. It is therefore a strategic location
that ensures a maximum number of persons benefit
from the services and essential information provided on the Solar Charge Station. Sunlight is a renewable resource and solar power has become a major
source of sustainable energy worldwide. The solar
panels on the Solar Station are composed of photovoltaic cells – when sunshine hits the cell, the photons of light excite the electrons in the cell causing
them to flow and generate electricity. Once the station has been installed, it works at maximum efficiency due to little maintenance being required. During
operation, no pollution is emitted – a truly “green”
source of energy! The Solar Station is very simple
and easy for anyone to use. Simply plug in your mobile or electronic device in the appropriate power
outlet! This initiative is hoped to be continued in
other strategic points in Trinidad and Tobago.

READINESS
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FACEBOOK: ODPMTT

TWITTER: ODPM_TT

INSTAGRAM: odpmttofficial

YOUTUBE: OfficialODPM

WEBSITE: www.odpm.gov.tt

ODPM’s Resiliency Lecture

CHECK OUT OURMONTHLY SOCIAL
MEDIA FEATURE!

EMAIL: odpm.epic@gmail.com
EPIC EDITORIAL TEAM: Arlini Timal, Joanna Wilson, Giselle Kowlessar, Udali O’Neil, Khadine Nichols, Shanna Jaggernauth

How To Get Published by EPIC
Would you like to share your insight and technical expertise with other
EPIC members? If so, submit your article for publication. We are looking
for innovative articles on Disaster Risk Reduction, Climate Change Impact,
Mapping using Geographic Information System and much more. All experienced and freelance writers come join us, write articles that provide
specific and useful information that will help members become more successful in their jobs.

Editorial Needs

In your article, be specific about the details of your project. Provide
rules-of-thumb and guidelines, and including point out obstacles
they might encounter and offering solutions to challenges faced by
individuals.

If talking about a specific project, what do you know now that you
wish you knew before you started?

Submission and Editorial Process

We have standing requirements for the following types of articles:

Performance planning and tuning strategies

Submit
your
article,
proposal,
or
any
questions
to opdm.epic@gmail.com. The article must be in .doc format. Include your full name, email address, and daytime phone number
and if the article is accepted, an EPIC editorial member will contact
you.

Article Specs

Authorization to Publish an Article

Ideally, technical articles are between 200 and 500 words.
When writing a technical article, focus on adding value for the reader.
Help readers make their use of the technologies involved more successful.
Consider the following questions:

When you submit an article, you are stating the following:

Case studies that describe fast paths and pitfalls of actual projects and
implementations, tips, tricks, and techniques for using a particular product, technology, product feature, or process

Who is the intended audience for your article?
How will readers benefit from reading your article? Is it actionable?
Will they learn a new technique?

The article was created solely by you (and your co-author(s) if applicable),
The article is an original work and has not been published in any
other form,
You authorize ODPM EPIC’s use, modification, reproduction, and
distribution of the article.

